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GENERAL NOTES. 



The Melbourne Observatory. — Private letters received at the 
Lick Observatory confirm the reports in the Australian papers 
that Mr. P. Baracchi, State Astronomer of Victoria, resigned 
his position in August of the present year. It is now stated in 
Nature, on the authority of the Age (Melbourne), that "no 
successor is to be appointed, the State Government having de- 
cided to drop the work, thereby saving upwards of 4000^ 
annually." 

We join heartily in the hope expressed in Nature that "some 
scheme of Commonwealth control will be evolved before it is 
too late." It will be recalled that the Commonwealth of Aus- 
tralia at the time of its formation, took over the meteorological 
departments of all the States, but left the astronomical ob- 
servatories under state control. More recently the Common- 
wealth Government has set aside a tract of land on Mt. Stromlo, 
at Canberra, the federal capital, as the site of a Commonwealth 
observatory, and has erected a building to shelter the 9-inch 
Oddie refractor (presented by the late J. Oddie, of Adelaide). 
Mr. P. Baracchi and his chief assistant, Dr. J. M. Baldwin, 
have made frequent visits to Mt. Stromlo to test the suitability 
of the site, and their reports show that the conditions there are 
excellent. 



We regret to record the death, on October 8, 191 5, of Mr. 
Thomas Cawthron, of Nelson, New Zealand, at the age of 
82. Mr. Cawthron accumulated a large fortune in the ship- 
ping business, and of late years drew upon this with the great- 
est liberality to benefit the city of Nelson. By the terms of his 
will, executed in London in 1902, the greater part of his estate 
is left in trust for "the purchase of land and the erection and 
maintenance of an industrial and technical school, institute and 
museum to be called the Cawthron Institute." This is to be 
located at Nelson. 

At this writing it is uncertain what effect Mr. Cawthron's 
death will have upon the plans for the Cawthron Solar Ob- 
servatory, for the foundation of which he had offered a gift of 
£30,000. Recent advices indicate that legal difficulties were 
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■delaying the purchase of the site that had been selected and 
the construction to it of a suitable road. It was hoped that 
these difficulties would be cleared by early September, and that 
Mr. Cawthron would then sign the trust deed. If he did not 
do so, the fate of the solar observatory would seem to depend 
upon the provisions in the will for the Cawthron Institute. In 
this event, astronomers the world over will hope that these 
provisions are broad enuf to permit the trustees to carry out 
the admirable plans that have been made for the observatory. 

R. G. A. 



Another Canadian Observatory Projected. — Some time ago 
a project was begun by the Royal Astronomical Society of 
Canada with the object of securing an astronomical observatory 
for Toronto. It was proposed that the city provide a suitable 
site, the University maintain the institution and the Society use 
it as its headquarters and maintain its library there. The Uni- 
versity cordially supported the scheme and the city agreed to 
give a splendid site in a ten-acre park. Prospects were ex- 
cellent for the proposal to be carried to completion, but the 
breaking out of war put a temporary check to it. 

However, the Society considered it wise to get sketch plans 
of the building drawn and to invite suggestion and criticism. 
These plans show a building in the shape of a T, having a 
20-inch, a 9-inch and a photo-telescope at its extremities. A 
fine lecture hall and library as well as office and laboratory 
rooms are provided. 

It is hoped that such an admirable project may not be too 
long delayed. 

It is stated in Science that Miss Margaret Harwood, who is 
spending the present academic year in study at the University 
of California, as research fellow of the Nantucket Maria Mit- 
chell Association, has been appointed for an indefinite term, 
fellow of this Association and director of its observatory. Her 
new year at the Nantucket Observatory will begin June 15, 
1916. 

It is also stated that a $500.00 Maria Mitchell fellowship for 
research work at Harvard College Observatory will be avail- 
able for the three years 1916-1919. 
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Science records the death, on October 17, 1915, of the Rev. 
Father Charles M. Charroppin, S. J., formerly head of the 
Department of Science of St. Louis University, and known 
especially for his astronomical work. 



Rev. Father M. Selga, S. J., who spent the year 1914-15 at 
the Lick Observatory as a special student, has gone to Manila, 
P. I., to take charge of the astronomical department of the 
Manila Observatory. 



It is reported that Professor Hugo von Seeliger, director of 
the Munich Observatory, has been made a Knight of the Prus- 
sian Order of Merit, and that Professor J. C. Kapteyn, of 
Groningen, Holland, has been appointed a Foreign Knight of 
the same order. 



Nature records the death, on August 31, 191 5, of Dr. Theo- 
dor Albrecht, chief of the International Bureau for Investi- 
gating Latitude Variation since its inception in 1898. 



Spectral Classification of Stars and the Order of Stellar 
Evolution. — A discussion on this subject was held at the Man- 
chester meeting of the British Association, Section A, on 
September 9, 191 5, in which Professor Fowler, Sir F. W. 
Dyson, Professor Eddington, Father Cortie, Professor 
Nicholson, Mr. T. R. Merton, Sir Ernest Rutherford, and 
Dr. F. A. Lindemann participated. Their arguments, which 
should be read by all interested in the subject, are given in 
The Observatory for October, 191 5. 



President Pickering, of the American Astronomical So- 
ciety, has appointed Professor S. D. Townley (Chairman), 
Miss Annie J. Cannon, and Professor H. N. Russell, to act 
as a committee to consider the revision of the nomenclature of 
variable stars. Dr. Townley's paper on this subject, which 
led to the appointing of the committee, is printed on another 
page of this number of the Publications. 
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The executive committee of the American Astronomical 
Society, on the invitation of Professor John A. Miller, has 
decided to hold the next meeting of the Society at Swarth- 
more, Penn., in August, 1916. 



Small Telescope for Sale. — A Harris telescope of 2% -inches 
aperture, brass tube and low brass tripod, all enclosed in a 
wooden box, is offered for sale at $20.00 by Miss Gertrude 
H. Carlton, 730 Nineteenth St., Oakland, Cal. Several as- 
tronomical books of popular interest are included in the offer. 
Such a telescope could be made very useful in the observation 
of variable stars. 



Science each year prints a list of the doctorates conferred 
by American universities. In the list printed in the number for 
October 22, 191 5, we find that seven doctorates were conferred 
in astronomy — three by the University of Chicago, two by the 
University of Michigan, and one each by the Universities of 
Pennsylvania and California. In the eighteen years over 
which the records extend, 71 doctorates have been conferred 
in astronomy out of a total of 3095 in all of the sciences. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of 

the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, Held in the 

Rooms of the Society, 752 Phelan Building, San 

Francisco, on Saturday, Nov. 27, 1915, at 2 :oo p. m. 

There were present the following: — 

President R. G. Aitken and Directors Cushing, Costa, Cornish, 
Leuschner, Burckhalter, Townley, Markwart and Richardson. 

The attention of the Board was directed to the fact that a proposi- 
tion had been made to the Society by the First Federal Trust Company 
of San Francisco, to take from the Society its First Mortgage, 6% Gold 
Bond, No. 144, issued by the Moulton Irrigated Lands Company, and 
give therefor a new bond in equal amount and interest, together with 
a bonus of $10. 

The matter having been investigated by the Finance Committee and 
favorably reported upon, a resolution was passed authorizing the 
Finance Committee to make the exchange. Discretion was left in the 
hands of the Committee either to accept a bond of the new issue of the 
Moulton Irrigated Lands Company, in lieu of the one now held, or to 
make a cash sale of Bond No. 144 at a price equal to par plus the 
premium offered by the First Federal Trust Company. 



